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  Regular Meeting 
 Charleston Township Board 
 September 26, 2000 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by the Supervisor who led those present in the pledge of 
allegiance to the flag. 
 
ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: 
 
Roll was called and members present were: Bell, Kasson, Whitehead, Samson and Kramer. Absent: None. 
Also in attendance: Denny Ward, Don Balkema, Sue Balkema, Pat Longfield, Glenn Rhodes, Don & Ann 
Elzinga, Dean Holub, and Gary Allen. 
 
ADOPTION OF PROPOSED AGENDA AND MINUTES: 
 
Motion by Samson/Whitehead to adopt the agenda as presented. CARRIED Whitehead/Samson moved to 
approve the August 22, 2000 regular meeting minutes as presented. CARRIED  Whitehead/Samson moved 
to approve the September 7, 2000 Public Hearing and special meeting minutes.  CARRIED 
 
POLICE, FIRE, ZONING AND ASSESSORS REPORTS: 
 
6. No Assessor report 
7. No Zoning Administrator’s Report 
8. Samson/Kasson moved to accept the fire report for August. With some input from Fire Chief Gary 

Allen, a brief discussion of the need for a ladder truck was held. 
  
PUBLIC HEARING: 
 
At 7:30 p.m. Samson/Kasson moved to close the regular meeting and open the public hearing to hear 
public comment about Charleston Township’s application for a Community Development Block Grant for 
economic development in the Township as a part of the Steelhead (Target) project.  There being no public 
comment, Samson/Whitehead moved to close the public hearing at 7:42 p.m.  CARRIED 
Fran read the resolution to authorize the Board to submit necessary documents for application for a grant in 
the amount of $2,500,000.00 to the Michigan Economic Development Corporation in order to fund the 
infrastructure project for the Target distribution facility in Charleston Township.  A motion was made by 
Samson and supported by Kasson to adopt the resolution as presented.  Roll Call Vote: Kasson – Y; 
Whitehead – Y; Bell – Y; Samson – Y; Kramer – Y.  CARRIED 
 
CITIZEN TIME: 
 
No comments were offered. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 

a. After some discussion of wording and the meaning of certain phrases, Whitehead/Kasson moved 
to table action on the Gull Lake Sewer franchise for one more month while the Board seeks 
clarification.  CARRIED 

b. Whitehead presented an alternative to the envelope depository that the Board in the August meeting 
had felt was too expensive.  He suggested drilling a mail slot in the employee door on the south side 
of the building and mounting a box on the inside to contain the envelopes.  Kasson/Samson moved to 
follow through with Jim’s idea for the employee entrance.  CARRIED  

c. After some discussion of how to protect the new asphalt in the parking lot from the roll-off container 
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for the Fall trash drop-off on October 21, Whitehead/Kasson moved to designate funds in the amount 
of $100.00 to purchase plywood and canvas to preserve the asphalt.  CARRIED  
 

NEW BUSINESS: 
 

a. Chuck Kasson stated that every concern that was raised by the petition group has been addressed 
in the new Zoning Ordinance and certain sections are more lenient.  Having said that, Kasson/ 
Samson moved to adopt the proposed ordinance and zoning map.  Roll Call Vote:  Kasson – Y; 
Whitehead – Y; Bell – Y; Samson – Y; Kramer – Y.  CARRIED  Chuck Kasson also thanked the 
citizen groups and the Planning Commission for all their hard work and help. 

b. Fire Chief Gary Allen took a few minutes to give a brief history of fire fighting in the 
Galesburg/Charleston area.  He indicated our volunteer department will be celebrating 100 years 
of fighting fires in our community this year.  He also mentioned that October is Fire Prevention 
Month and that an Open House was going to be held at the fire station on October 8, 2000 with 
refreshments and items to give away.  The theme will be The Great Escape and will be part of Fire 
Safety activities at the elementary school.  Gary also asked the Board to consider contracting with 
the City of Galesburg for police protection.  

c.  The Board reviewed the new Zoning Board of Appeals decision form.  It now goes to Al Ahlrich, 
Chairman of the Zoning Board of Appeals, for approval or rejection by the Board. 

d. Dean Holub of the Kalamazoo County Planning Department explained that the wetland areas of 
the Target project area have to be transferred to the township from Southwest Michigan First as 
part of the grant process.  The township will assume responsibility for all property west of 
Target’s west property line for three years, although the MDEQ will do the actual inspections to 
assure that the mitigated wetlands area is successful.  Fran wanted to know what the township’s 
immediate and ongoing responsibilities and liabilities would be.  He was told that Southwest 
Michigan First would maintain a $500,000.00 bond on the area to ensure success.  After the grant 
expires, the township could do what it wants with the property. 

e. It was decided that the Board would consider a County Parks Foundation grant request at budget 
time. 

f. It was reported that the fall newsletter had received several compliments for all the information 
about the Target project. 

g. Samson/Whitehead moved to close the regular meeting at 9:05 p.m. and go into closed session to 
discuss legal action regarding court order violations.  Roll Call Vote: Kasson – Y; Whitehead – Y; 
Bell – Y; Samson – Y; Kramer – Y.  CARRIED 
Whitehead/Samson moved to close the closed session at 9:32 p.m. and return to the regular 
meeting.  Roll Call Vote: Kasson – Y; Whitehead – Y; Bell – Y; Samson – Y; Kramer – Y.  
CARRIED 
Samson/Whitehead moved to authorize the attorney to initiate legal action against the Galesburg 
Speedway for court order violations.  Roll Call Vote: Kasson – Y; Whitehead – Y; Bell – Y; 
Samson – Y; Kramer – Y.  CARRIED 

 
COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
Fran reported that Marcia Stucki of 2088 South 36th Street in Comstock Township wished to have a letter 
concerning the proposed revisions to the zoning ordinances made part of the public record.  He presented 
the Road Commission’s plan for road building and repair for 2001- 2005.  Discussion began on the Let 
Local Votes Count Initiative.  At 10:00 p.m. Samson/Kasson moved to extend the meeting to 10:30 p.m.  
CARRIED 
Kramer/Whitehead moved to rescind action to draft a resolution telling the MTA that we are unhappy with 
their lack of support for the Let Local Votes Count Initiative.  Roll Call Vote: Kasson – Y; Whitehead – Y; 
Bell – Y; Samson – N; Kramer – Y.  CARRIED  As an alternative, the Board decided to individually put 
thought into expressing our discontent with MTA in a more general way with the intent of reaching a 
consensus on a resolution to be sent to the MTA.  
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
Year to Date receipts: $99,822.54, disbursements: $79,406.76, transfers to savings to general fund: 
($3,654.30), General fund balance: $99,260.01, Beginning balance was $82,498.53, Received since August 
Board meeting $30,835.42. Kasson/Samson moved to accept the Treasurer’s report for September as received. 
CARRIED 
 
MEMBERS TIME: 
 
Chuck reported that the MTA Fall Meeting was informative in the morning session, but he didn’t like the 
afternoon session.  He also informed the Board of the cost of a Web-site. He said that he would continue to 
look into various aspects of developing a Web-site.  Jim reported that the Township Hall sign would be ready 
next week.  Fran said that the PAR funds would be carried over to next year. 
  
READING & DISPOSITION BILLS 
Whitehead/Samson moved that the bills be allowed and that warrants be drawn on the treasury for their 
respective amounts.  CARRIED 
  
MOTION TO ADJOURN: 
Whitehead/Samson moved to adjourn at 10:30 p.m.  CARRIED 
 

Linda Kramer, Clerk 


